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13th November 2006
Dear ISM Alumnus,

As Chair of the newly established ISM Charitable Trust, I recently posed a dilemma to Stephen Lwendo, one of ISM’s Alumni and ex-scholarship students: 

If I had £1000 to give and was considering between ISM’s Scholarship Programme and a local school in Moshi, what would you advise me to do?

After some deliberation, Stephen advised me to “choose the option that would bring about sustainable change”.  In a world where I am approached by more and more charities seeking funds for the valuable work that they do, I find myself continually challenged to decide where I can focus my resources so that change happens and really makes a difference.

As Head of ISM from 1994-2000,  I learnt that there is something rather special about our leafy campus on the edge of sun-baked Moshi.  ISM educates young people to inquire, reflect, think critically and communicate effectively; to take risks, hold principles and keep an open mind; to care for others and to know that accomplishment is more than just doing well at exams.  It is these qualities that make our school feel rather special.  ISM teaches young people to care about the world in which they live and gives them the skills and knowledge to bring about sustainable change.

Stephen is a great example of this ISM spirit.  As a Scholarship Student at ISM, he climbed Mount Kilimanjaro; starred in the school’s production of ‘Oliver’; was awarded the Association of International Schools in Africa’s Tony Lanza Award for Community Service; and won the ISM school prize for Senior Sportsman of the Year.  Graduating from ISM with an IB Diploma score of 42 out of 45, Stephen also grasped his opportunity to excel academically, and was offered full scholarships to attend Yale, Duke and Harvard universities.  Now studying engineering at Harvard, Stephen is determined to return home to Tanzania and make a difference:

“I want to build schools, which will offer quality education and inspiring experiences to Tanzanian students, schools with a better student and teacher support system than the one there is right now.  I want these schools to be affordable and sustainable. At ISM, I developed a very strong concern for my own country’s education system because I experienced both.  I’ve seen, from a student’s perspective, what other students in public schools are missing and could have.”

Often cited as one of Africa’s success stories, Tanzania still has significant challenges.  Although 82% of children enrol in Primary School, only 49% actually attend.  Unbelievably, according to UNESCO, only 3% of young people regularly attend Secondary School.  Such an education system needs infrastructure support, which many aid agencies are attempting to provide.  It also needs leaders with vision, Tanzanians who have experienced a different way of doing things and have the energy and passion to bring change.  It needs people like Stephen.

I hope that you have fond memories of your time at ISM and feel that you too have received a share of that special ISM spirit.  I ask you to join me in helping to spread that spirit a little further and invest in Tanzanian leadership in one or more of the following ways:

· Become a Friend of the ISM Scholarship Programme by pledging a monthly donation of £10 or more for two years.  We need the support of 400 Friends to enable us to help four Tanzanian scholarship students complete their International Baccalaureate Diploma.

· Make a one-off donation to the 2007 ISM Scholarship Programme Appeal.  Gifts of £100 and over are recommended for this Appeal; but any amount will be gratefully received.  

· Dedicate your donation as a gift to a friend:  Your friend will receive an electronic gift card with details of your donation and the ISM Scholarship Programme.  
· Approach your company for a matching gift donation: Many companies will match a donation from you.  Please ask your Personnel Department if they will consider a donation to our Scholarship Programme.
· Suggest others we should contact about making a donation to the ISM Scholarship Programme.
I believe that development efforts in Tanzania are unsustainable without local knowledgeable and experienced Tanzanians to lead them.  I hope that you will consider helping ISM to develop those leaders.

And, in case you are wondering, this was Stephen’s response to the £1000 question:

“If I had that money to donate, I would donate it to the ISM Scholarship Fund simply because I have been inspired to feel responsible for my community and bring change to Tanzania.  I am now at a place full of resources to help me realise the dream that I have.  I would love to see others having the same experience.”

With warmest wishes,

Geoff Lloyd

Chair, The ISM Charitable Trust

PS To make an online donation, please visit: www.ismoshi.org.uk.
I would like to make a donation to the ISM Scholarship Programme.  I wish to:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
      Become a Friend of the ISM Scholarship Programme by making a monthly donation of 
         £5 / £10 /  £20 / £__ / (other currency) _______________ for two years 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
      Make a one-off donation to the 2007 ISM Scholarship Programme Appeal.  

         I enclose a donation of £100 / £250 / £500 / £____  / (other currency) _______________
 FORMCHECKBOX 
      Make a donation as a gift to a friend.  I enclose a donation of £25 / £50 / £___ / 

         (other currency) _______________
          FORMCHECKBOX 
     I would like a gift card to be sent to my friend at the following address:

         Name:     

         Address:

         Personal message: 

         Date to be sent:

Payment details: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
      I wish to make my donation by credit card:

         Type of card:              Visa / Mastercard 
  Expiry Date: 

         Cardholder’s Name: 

         Card Number:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     I enclose a cheque, made payable in UK £s to The ISM Charitable Trust.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
     I wish to make my donation by BACS transfer in UK £s to The International School Moshi 
        Charitable Trust, Account Number 00013980 (Sort Code 40-52-40).  

        Bank Address: CAF Bank, 25 Kings Hill Avenue, West Malling, Kent, ME19 4JQ, UK

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     I wish to make my donation by BACS transfer in another currency to The ISM Charitable Trust

        Bank Address: HSBC, Poultry & Princes Street, London

        SWIFT BIC Code: MIDLGB2141W           IBAN No: GB48MIDL40053072138549

        In Favour of: CAF Bank Ltd              For credit to: ISM Charitable Trust 00013980
 FORMCHECKBOX 
     I am a UK Tax Payer and also enclose a completed Gift Aid Form.
Please make your donation payable to The ISM Charitable Trust and send it to: The ISM Charitable Trust, c/o Geoff Lloyd, 45 Quay Street, Minehead, Somerset, TA24 5UL, UK. 
My details:

Name: 

Address: 

Telephone:

Email:

Signature & Date:


Gift Aid means that if you are a UK taxpayer, 
for every £1 you donate, 
the Inland Revenue give us an extra 28p

If you pay tax in the UK on any part of your income, interest on savings accounts in banks or building societies, or on capital gains, please complete and return this form with your donation:

Name:



Address:


Email address:

Telephone Numbers:

Please send your completed form to: The ISM Charitable Trust, c/o Geoff Lloyd, 45 Quay Street, Minehead, Somerset, TA24 5UL, UK.
NOTES:


1. Please notify The ISM Charitable Trust if you change your name or address while the declaration is still in force.

2. You can cancel the declaration at any time by notifying The ISM Charitable Trust.  It will then not apply to donations you make on or after the date of cancellation or such later date as you specify.

3. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that The ISM Charitable Trust reclaims on your donations in the tax year (currently 28p for every £1 you give).

4. If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your income, interest or capital gains equal to the tax that the charity reclaims, you can cancel your declaration (see Note 2).

5. If you pay tax at the higher rate you can reclaim further tax relief in your Self Assessment tax return.

6. If you are unsure whether your donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, ask The ISM Charitable Trust.

I would like The ISM Charitable Trust to reclaim tax under the Gift Aid scheme on this donation and all subsequent donations that I may make. I am a UK taxpayer and note that I must have paid an amount of tax at least equal to the tax to be reclaimed. 

I agree that all details on this form will be stored electronically by International School Moshi, but will not be passed on to any other organisation or company.

Signature 

Date
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